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Process Paper

When looking for topics, we looked through multiple websites and lists of events in
history that broke barriers, however, at first nothing really stuck out. Much of what we were
finding were big events in history that we had already learned about in school or elsewhere. We
decided we wanted to research a topic that we knew nothing about prior, however was an event
that directly impacted the way we live, work, and learn today. In the past years when we have
done History Day, we have researched social protests and movements. We have enjoyed creating
projects on social movements because we feel that these topics show how everyday people have
made a direct impact on the world. When we came across the Third World Liberation Front
strikes as a topic, we were immediately intrigued. We felt that this topic was relevant to us
because many of our district’s schools, including our own, are starting discussions around
Ethnic Studies requirements in secondary education.

When we started doing research on the UC Berkeley Third World Liberation Front
strikes, we stuck to online resources to gain strong background knowledge on the strikes. One of
the websites that was most helpful was the Berkeley Revolution, a website created by former
strikers to give history on Ethnic Studies at UC Berkeley. When we began to understand the
strikes we checked out some books at the library and looked into more primary sources. During
our research process we attended two Hullabaloos which helped us gain access to resources such
as micro-film and government documents. Some of our most helpful resources were the
personal interviews we conducted. One professor we interviewed was Dr. Harvey Dong from UC
Berkeley, who had participated in the strikes, giving us a unique primary view. We also visited
the East Side Freedom Library where we got many primary books and the mentors there were
able to help us improve our project.

This is our third year doing a History Day project and our third year doing a
documentary. We both enjoy collaborating on documentaries because of the creativity and
flexibility the category allows. Because of the large variety of research necessary, including visual
sources, you really learn a lot about the topic. Without a tight word limit, documentaries allow
you to really educate the viewer on the topic and go more in-depth with the writing. In addition,
you learn how to create visual effects and use video production skills unique from any other
category.

The Third World Liberation Front strikes of 1969, at the University of California,
Berkeley, broke barriers in education when administrators met the demands of student strikers
resulting in the creation of an Ethnic Studies department. This protest, the longest student
strike in US history, gained national attention and resulted in the introduction of minority
representation in education, breaking the barrier that had kept America’s curriculums white and
Eurocentric. These strikes inspired students to stand up for equity and would forever change
higher education.



Annotated Bibliography
Primary Sources:

Articles:
G. Louis Heath (1969) Berkeley’s Ethnic Studies College, Integrated Education,
7:4, 17-23 DOI: Taylor and Francis Online

This chapter of the book Integrated Education, is an article highlighting the length of
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Secondary Sources:

Academic Reports:

Karabel, Jerome. Freshman Admissions at Berkeley: A Policy for the 1990s and
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formation of the Third World Liberation Front. We were able to then better learn about how
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This article, published by the University of Berkeley Department of Criminology, gave us
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American Studies, and how that followed through to the push for Ethnic Studies.
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www.columbiaspectator.com/2007/10/15/history-ethnic-studies/.

This article from the Columbia Daily Spectator discusses the history of Ethnic Studies
starting with the Third World Liberation Front strikes. After reading this article, we had a better
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department had to progress.
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Cohen, Robert, and Reginald E. Zelnik. The Free Speech Movement: Reflections on
Berkeley in the 1960s. Univ. of California Press, 2003.
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1960s. Bloomsbury Academic &amp; Professional, 2014.
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era.



Morgan, Edward P. 60's Experience: Hard Lessons about Modern America.
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The 60’s Experience, is a book that outlines life in the 1960s. It goes into depth about the
movements of the 1960s, especially the student movements. This helped us understand how the
Third World strikes were influential during their times. This source gave us a lot of insight into
how many student protests came to be.

Rorabaugh, William J. Berkeley at War: the 1960s. Oxford Univ. Press, 1990.

Berkeley at War, is a book about student activism at UC Berkeley. It covers the Free
Speech, the Third World Strikes, anti-Vietnam strikes and Peoples Park. This book gave us a
new perspective on how Berkeley was one of the leading universities in political activism in the
1960s. This book really helped us gather more background knowledge on the times, as well as
giving us an in depth description of the strikes.

Tischler, Barbara L. Sights on the Sixties: Perspectives on the Sixties. Rutgers
University Press, 1992.

Sights on the Sixties, gives a compelling perspective on the 1960s and the rapid
modernization at the time. Because of this, student movements began to increase at the time.
This book gives an in depth explanation of how the era affected the decisions being made at the
time. It was beneficial to our research in understanding how the Third World strike affected the
1960s.

Viorst, Milton. Fire in the Streets: America in the 1960s. Simon and Schuster,
1981.

After reading Fire in the Streets, we gained more knowledge on political activism in the
1960s. This fascinating read helped us understand what spurred social disobedience, an idea
largely undeveloped until the 1960s.

Wei, William. The Asian American Movement. Temple University Press, 1994.
This book tells the story of the Asian American Movement in the U.S. We were able to

use the knowledge gained from reading this book as we looked deeper into the demands from
the Asian American Political Alliance, a political on-campus student group at Berkeley.



The Whole World's Watching: Peace and Social Justice Movements of the 1960s
&amp; 1970s. Berkeley Art Center Association, 2001.

Similar to Fire in the Streets, this book discusses the implications and impacts of social
justice movements in the 1960s, specifically through a world view.

Film and Video: “On
Strike: Ethnic Studies 1969-1999, Film & Panel.” UCB Center for Race & Gender,
Center for Race and Gender.

This is a video made by the UC Berkeley Center for Race and Gender for the 50th
anniversary of the Third World strikes. It includes a panel of experts in the Ethnic Studies field
talking about the influence of these strikes. This by far was one of the most helpful resources
because of all of the expert views.

Interviews:
Dahlen, Sarah Park. “Personal Interview.” Jan. 2020.

This interview with Dr. Dahlen gave us a better understanding of the influence of the
Third World Liberation Front on younger generations. Because of Dr. Dahlen’s work in
children's literature, she was able to share how the strikes influenced her field and her
education. From this interview we got a better understanding of the Third World Liberation
Front and their influence, as well as importance.

Feldman, Kieth. “Personal Interview.” 24 Apr. 2020.

Dr. Feldman works at the UC Berkeley Ethnic Studies department as a professor. When
interviewing him we were able to gain perspective on how the Ethnic Studies department at
Berkeley has progressed and changed. As well, he told us about the history of the strikes, and the
opinions that some professors held of the creation of the department at the time.

Solon, Paul. “Personal Interview.” Feb. 2020
We interviewed former Macalester College history professor and 1960s UC Berkeley

alumni, Dr. Solon. From this interview we gained knowledge on ethnic study strikes that
impacted universities around the nation.



Online Database:
“Third World Liberation Front.” UCB Center for Race &amp; Gender, University of
California, Berkeley.

This database was made by the UC Berkeley Center for Race and Gender, a center
created as a result of the compromises of the Ethnic Studies strikes in 1999. This database has
many online resources about the history of Ethnic Studies and Ethnic Studies today. Many
resources we found here were very beneficial in our project.

National Museum of African American History and Culture. “School Segregation
and Integration.” Library of Congress, 2009.

This database is published by the National Museum of African American History and
Culture and focuses on African American history. From this site we found many articles on the
segregation of African Americans in education and the fight for representation in curriculum.
This gave us an understanding on how many minority groups are cut out of U.S. history. We
were able to use this source to gather background information on the U.S. education system.

Websites:

“50 Years after Third World Liberation Front Strike at UC Berkeley, Legacy
Marches On.” UC Berkeley Library News, 11 Apr. 2019,
news.lib.berkeley.edu/TWLF-50.

This website consists of online documents from the University of Berkeley’s Library. On
this site we found University documents discussing the Third World strikes. From this website
we were not only able to gather knowledge from the documents but also use some of the
documents for photos.

“Educational Opportunity Program.” Educational Opportunity Program,
University of California, Berkeley , eop.berkeley.edu/.

This is the official website of the Education Opportunity Program, a group at Berkeley
that promotes minority student enrollment to the University. This website helped us understand
the goals of the organization, and how it is benefiting Berkeley. As well, we were able to find
photos we used in our documentary on this site.

EdSource Commentaries. “Ethnic Studies Should Be a High School Requirement.”
EdSource, EdSource, 16 Aug. 2018,
edsource.org/2018/ethnic-studies-should-be-a-high-school-requirement/60124.

This website discusses whether Ethnic Studies should be a high school requirement. It
highlights the benefits and downsides of Ethnic Studies. This website gave us a compelling view
on why Ethnic Studies should be a high school requirement. From this source we were able to
gather information and statistics on the push for high school Ethnic Studies requirements.



“Historically Black Colleges and Universities and Higher Education
Desegregation.” Home, US Department of Education (ED), 10 Jan. 2020,
www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/docs/hq9511.html.

This website gave us statistics on the number of minorities pursuing higher education in
the 20th century. We were able to obtain more understanding of the increase in minority
students going to college in correlation with the fight against Eurocentric education. The
statistics we found on the site we used not only in our research but our script as well.

“Racial/Ethnic Enrollment in Public Schools.” National Center for Education
Statistics, Institute of Education Sciences, 2017, nces.ed.gov/.

This website, published by the Institute of Educational Sciences, contains statistics on
enrollment by ethnicity in public schools around the nation, statistics we use in our long term
impact when talking about public school enrollment and Ethnic Studies classes offered in
elementary and high schools.

Rios, Cati de los. “Critical Ethnic Studies in High School Classrooms: Academic
Achievement via Social Action.” Race, Equity, and Education: Sixty Years from
Brown.

This website talks about the evolving diversity in education. This source helped us
understand the U.S. public education system and the developments it has made because of the
creation of Ethnic Studies in universities. This source was very beneficial to understanding the
impact of introducing Ethnic Studies into education.

“Third World Liberation Front.” UCB Center for Race &amp; Gender, University of
California Berkeley ,
www.crg.berkeley.edu/research/third-world-liberation-front/.

This website published by UC Berkeley includes many resources and articles focusing on
the Third World Liberation Front strikes. From this website we were able to understand what
spurred the strikes, the goal behind them, and the impact beyond just Berkeley.

“The Third World Liberation Front.” The Berkeley Revolution,
revolution.berkeley.edu/projects/twlf/.

This website was built by Third World strikers and was by far one of our most helpful
resources. From this site we were able to gather background knowledge on our topic. From this
source we got many primary views on the strikes, including many quotes. As well, we were able
to gather high quality images and newspaper clippings to put into our documentary.
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State University. This website gave us a better understanding on how the strikes at Berkeley’s
neighboring school also led the fight for the creation of Ethnic Studies at universities. This
website also provided us with many pictures that we used in our documentary.
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University of California, Berkeley. “Third World Liberation Front.” Center for
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Segregation-america-today-bad-1960-855256.html.

This a photo of the Third World LIberation Front stikers.

Bettman archive. “1960s School Classroom .” Newsweek,
www.newsweek.com/2018/03/30/school-segregation-america-today-bad-1960-85
5256.html.

This is an image of a late 1950s classroom.

“School Segregation .” The Philadelphia Inquirer,
www.inquirer.com/opinion/joe-biden-kamala-harris-school-busing-segregation-1
970s-to-today-20190709.html.

This is an image of a segregated classroom.

“Education Opportunity Program Students.” Education Opportunity Program,
eop.berkeley.edu/eop-history.
This is an image of a group of Educational Opportunity Program (UC Berkeley) students.

“A Grand Plan for Public Higher Ed Is Aging. Can It Be Reinvented?” Chronicle of
Higher Education,
www.chronicle.com/article/A-Grand-Plan-for-Public-Higher/243037.

This is an image of a college application.

“Campus Unrest in the '60s and '70s.” Middlebury College,
www.middlebury.edu/newsroom/node/468467.
This is an image of students with a megaphone walking to a protest/rally.

“George Murray, Minister of Education.” Calisphere, 1968,
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This is a photo of George Murray

“Vietnam War Protest.” Vintage Everyday, www.vintage-everyday.com.
This is an image of an anti-Vietnam war student protest.

“Chicago Strike.” Jacobin, 1962, www.jacobinmag.com/2018/06/bernie-sanders-
Civil-rights-movement-activism.
This is an image of student freedom riders.

Johnson , Bob. “March to Regents' Meeting.” Free Speech Movement Archives , 4
Nov. 1964, www.fsm-a.org.
This is an image of protesters holding a free speech banner.
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“10 Essential Authors of Chicano Literature.” Early Bird Brick, 10 Essential
Authors of Chicano Literature.
This is a photo of a copy of the book, A House on Mango Street.

“Strike Demands.” Berkeley Revolution, 1969,
revolution.berkeley.edu/strike-demands/?cat=440&amp;subcat=o0.
This is a photo of the demands sent out by strikers.

“STRIKE!... Concerning the 1968-69 Strike at San Francisco State College.” Found
SF, 1969,
www.foundsf.org/index.php?title=STRIKE!..._ Concerning the_1968-69_Strike_a
t_San_Francisco_State_College.

This is a photo of twLF strikers.

“Cartoon.” Sundial, 2013,
sundial.csun.edu/72115/opinions/csus-need-ethnic-studies-program/.
This is a political cartoon of budget cuts to Ethnic Studies.

“The Boston Public Schools System.” WBUR, 2015,
www.wbur.org/news/2015/09/14/boston-teachers-diversity.
This is a photo of students in a public school classroom.

“Third World Liberation Front Pamphlet.” Race and Resistance: Then and Now,
Bowling Green State University,
digitalgallery.bgsu.edu/student/exhibits/show/race-resistance/item/11058.

This is a photo of a twLF pamphlet.

“Brown and Proud.” ChalkBeat,
chalkbeat.org/posts/us/2018/11/19/50-years-mexican-american-studies-in-schools
/.

This is a photo of a student protesting the ban on Mexican-American Studies in Tucson.

“Harvey Dong.” Research Gate, 2008,
www.researchgate.net/profile/Harvey_Dong.
This is a photo of Dr. Harvey Dong.

“Black Student Union.” KQED, 1968,
www.kqed.org/news/10428494/from-the-archive-bayview-hunters-point-backs-s-f
-states-student-strike-december-1968.

This is a photo of twLF protesters.



“Mexican-American Student Confederation Leader Speaks on Educational Equity.”
Diva, 1968, diva.sfsu.edu/collections/strike/bundles/235905.
This is an image of a Mexican-American Student Union leader.

“Native American Student Union.” Empowerment Works, 1968,
www.empowermentworks.org/womens-history-month-2018.html.
Native American Political Alliance twLF strike leader.

“1968 SFSU Student Strike (Credit to SF State News).” Asian American
Multi-Ethnic Identity, 1996,
hyphenproject.wordpress.com/laying-the-groundwork/asian-american-multi-ethn
ic-identity/.

This is a photo of students protesting with signs.

“I Have a Dream.” African American History Program,
americanhistory.si.edu/about/departments/african-american-history-program.
This is a photo of a woman holding up an I Have a Dream sign.
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This is a photo of two students with their fists up in protest.

“Third World Liberation Front (TWLF) Protest Berkeley 1969.” Pierre La Plant,
1969, pierrelaplant.smugmug.com/History/TWLF-UC-Berkeley-1969/i-XBR24TD.
Database for twLF photos.

“San Francisco State Arrest Scuffle.” Diva Academic Technology, 2009,
diva.sfsu.edu/collections/strike/bundles/235887.
This is a photo of two Black Student Union members getting arrested.
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