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Process Paper

When researching topics, we were interested in expanding our knowledge beyond events

taught in our high school classes. We came across the Kyoto Protocol and were immediately

drawn to it. At the time, the annual United Nations climate summit in Glasgow was approaching

and researching climate policy seemed as pertinent as ever. Both of us are passionate about

environmental activism and are part of Minnesota Youth Climate Justice and the environmental

club at our school. We have seen and been a part of a dire push from our generation to address

the climate crisis through social protest. Applying this passion to a History Day project

interested us, and it felt important to learn about the history of climate policy. The Kyoto

Protocol, an international diplomatic treaty limiting carbon emissions, encompassed the debate

around where economic needs and global policy meet, exemplifying this year's theme—debate

and diplomacy.

We began our research by gaining background knowledge through articles and websites.

We found the UN site helpful as it included links to primary documents and overviews of each

diplomatic summit the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change has hosted.

After gaining general knowledge, we dove deeper into our research. At the East Side Freedom

Library, we discovered books, both primary and secondary, that furthered our understanding.

Author Naomi Klein, an environmental activist and professor, who has multiple edifying books

including On Fire and This Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. the Climate, shifted our

perspective on how politicians are addressing the climate crisis. We also interviewed professors

of Environmental Studies at Macalester College and the University of Minnesota.

We chose to present our project as a documentary because it allows us to creatively

convey our research. With a time limit rather than word limit, we had more freedom with what

we were able to include in our argument. After writing and revising our script, we recorded in

GarageBand. With this recording, we used FinalCut Pro to compile our documentary. Using

video, images, and historical footage along with graphics we created, we visually represented our

research in a way that engages the audience.

On December 11, 1997, international diplomats came together to sign the Kyoto Protocol,

the first agreement to require nations to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The Kyoto Protocol

addressed the international debate over how to prevent what would become the 21st century's

most consequential problem–climate change. Ultimately, the failure of the Kyoto Protocol

allowed the continued rise of greenhouse gas emissions but its successes established the

precedent for future diplomatic climate summits.

The Kyoto Protocol continues to shape history as the model for climate politics. Despite

its failures, the Kyoto Protocol created change by becoming the first binding international

agreement to limit greenhouse gas emissions. The debates around the Kyoto Protocol led to a

course of action that incorporates sustainable development in governmental policy and

prioritizes environmental protection as a part of economic growth. The recognition of the

environment as a primary international concern allowed for a future of climate policy.
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consensus around the Kyoto Protocol–excluding the US. From reading it we were able to learn

more about the reasons the US failed to ratify the Protocol and what it meant for the treaty.

"European Union Agrees to Be Bound by Kyoto Protocol, March 4, 2002." Historic

World Events, Gale, 2004. Gale In Context: World History.

From the database Gale in Context: World History, this article is about the European

Union’s signature on the Kyoto Protocol. From it we were able to learn how the EU functioned
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this could mean global temperatures are -2 degrees celsius from what they would be if we stay

on the course we are on. This simulator was very useful in helping us visualize what climate

policy looks like and how effective it is.



Digital Content

Images/Image Databases:

Bettmann. “White House Solar.” The New York Times,

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/20/climate/solar-wind-renewable-energy.htm

l.

This image shows solar panels on the White House roof behind a US official speaking at a

podium.

“Boy with the Earth.” United Nations Framework Convention on Climate

Change, https://www.forbes.com/sites/jpdallmann/2021/07/18

/latin-america-is-the-new-frontier-for-impact-investing/?sh=6edd445668bb.

This image shows a young boy holding the hand of an earth mascot on a beach in Rio de

Janeiro, used as an advertisement for the UNFCCC.

Climate Central. Climate Graphs,

www.climatecentral.org/gallery/graphics/top-10-warmest-years-on-record.

This source includes multiple graphs of global carbon emissions.

“Diplomatic Summit.” CSR Reporters,

https://csrreporters.com/global-finance-ministers-gather-to-discuss-how-public-a

nd-private-finance-can-lead-the-transition-to-a-net-zero-climate-resilient-world/.

This image shows a meeting of diplomats at the UN Climate Summit in Paris.

“Earth Summit.” Howard County Public Schools.

https://hcpss.instructure.com/courses/53860/pages/the-kyoto-protocol-backgrou

nd-information

This is an image of a diplomatic panel at the Earth Summit.

“Egyptian Diplomat in Glasgow.” Dostor, https://www.dostor.org

/keyword/47979.

This image shows a representative for Egypt speaking at COP26 about the upcoming

COP they will host.

“Glasgow COP26.” Foreign Affair News,

https://foreignaffairsnews.com/the-wait-is-over-cop26-is-here-to-begin/.

This image depicts activists at COP26 in Glasgow.

“Global COPs.” UN Climate Talks, https://www.cfr.org/timeline/un-climate-talks.

This database includes multiple photos of the UNFCCC COPs over the years including

the Earth Summit, COP3 in Kyoto, the 2001 Bonn conference, COP13 in Bali, and the Paris

Conference.

http://www.climatecentral.org/gallery/graphics


“Image Database.” Getty Images, https://www.gettyimages.com.

This image database was incredibly helpful to us as it included a plethora of historic

footage.

Jonathan Nackstrand. “The Debate Is Over.” USA Today,

https://www.usatoday.com/story/opinion/2013/10/10/global-warming-science-ca

ncer-column/2959009/.

This photo includes a protest sign that reads ‘the debate is over.’

Juan Barreto. “Botswana Diplomat.” The New York Times,

https://archive.nytimes.com/www.nytimes.com/imagepages/2010/12/12/CLIMAT

E2.html.

This image shows delegates from Botswana at a UNFCCC conference in Cancún in 2010.

Malaney, Taira. JacksonWild, Dec. 2012,

manchesterclimatemonthly.files.wordpress.com/2012/12/mcmonthlydecember20

12.pdf.

‌ This source includes photos from multiple Earth Day protests including years 1970 and

1990.

Mandel Ngan. “Donald TrumpWith an Advisor.” NBC News,

https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/white-house/here-s-what-happens-if-trump-le

aves-paris-climate-agreement-n766761.

This is an image of former US President Donald Trump and former Secretary of State

Rex Tillerson discussing the US’s withdrawal from the Paris Accord.

Marc Roberts. “‘We’Re All in This Together.’” Manchester Climate Weekly,

https://manchesterclimatemonthly.files.wordpress.com

/2012/12/mcmonthlydecember2012.pdf.

This image of a political cartoon makes fun of politicians’ inability to pass climate policy.

NASA. “Climate Change.” Independent UK,

https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/news/sun-earth-supe

rflare-threat-nasa-electronics-computers-a8955951.html.

This source includes multiple images from NASA that show a change in terrain as a

result of global warming.

“Natural Disasters.” The Times of India,

​​https://tamil.samayam.com/latest-news/international-news/what-are-the-things-
happened-around-global-in-2021/articleshow/88478296.cms.

This image shows hurricane damage in India.



“Neolithic Revolution .” Chronos Academy, http://chronos.academy/an1.

This is a historical drawing of a farmer during the first agricultural revolution.

Pedro Marron. “Cranston Fire.” Wikimedia Commons,

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Cranston_Fire.jpg.

This is an image of the Cranston Fire, caused by extreme droughts.

Policy Options. Climate Protest Sign, policyoptions.irpp.org/magazines/

november-2021/creating-a-conservative-climate-change-policy/.

This is an image from a climate protest of a picketer holding a sign that reads, ‘the

climate is changing but so can we.’

“Popular Mechanics.” Opera News,

https://www.dailyadvent.com/news/3c1de2722689559b69c306b36e57b979-David-

Suzuki-Is-there-a-rational-argument-against-climate-action.

This image from 1912 shows a coal fired power plant and includes a description of the

annual tons of carbon dioxide it releases into the atmosphere.

Sascha Steinbach. “Coal Fired Power Plant.” Washington Post,

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/2019/01/10/how-fossil-fuel-industry-g

ot-media-think-climate-change-was-debatable/.

This is an image of emissions coming from a coal-fired power plant in Germany.

Shanth Kumar. “Extreme Flooding.” World Health Organization,

https://www.uib.no/en/bceps/148394/climate-crisis-health-service-must-take-res

ponsibility.

This image shows an extreme flood in Indonesia washing away parts of homes.

Thomas Berry. “Ecozoic Era.” Environmental Worldviews and Ethics,

https://environmentalworldviewsandethics.wordpress.com/2017/05/10/13/.

This image depicts a political cartoon mocking the slow negotiations of the UNFCCC

summits.

The New York Times. “Earth Day.” Illien Global,

https://illienglobal.com/international-day-of-happiness-earthday-model.

This source includes multiple photos from Earth Day 1970.

ET Bureau. Paris Protest, economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/

politics-and-nation/paris-cop21-recognition-of-common-butdifferentiated-respon

sibilities-key-achievement-of-india-/articleshow/50173196.cms.

This image depicts a protester in Paris during the 2015 UN climate talks.



Video:

“Associated Press (AP) Archive.” YouTube, https://m.youtube.com/c/APArchive.

From this database we were able to find hours of footage from the Kyoto Protocol

deliberations, the speeches of prominent diplomats, the Earth Summit, and everything in

between. This source was essential to formulating our documentary.

“UN Climate Change.” YouTube, https://m.youtube.com/c/UNClimateChange.

This database includes official UN footage from every Conference of Parties there has

been in the last 30 years. We were able to include much from it in our documentary.


